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Fit to Hear and Chant 

His Divine Grace A.C. 

B HAKTIVEDANT A SWAMI PrABHUP ADA 

A ttachm ent for household para- 
J\^^ p hern alia and for L ord K rishna go 
i\ poorly together, One attachment is 



the path of d arkness, and the other at- 
tach m ent is the path of light, W here there is light 
there is no darkness, and w here there is darkness 
there Is no light. But an expert devotee can turn 
everything to the path of light by an attitude of 
service to the Lord, and the best exam pie here is 
the Pandavas, M aharaja Y udhisthira and house- 
holders like him can turn everything to light by 
dovetailing so-called m ateriai assets in the service 
of the Lord , But one who is not trained or is un- 
able to turn everything to the service of the Lord 
(nirbandhah krsm-sambandhe) mustgiveup all ma- 
ter! a! connect! ons before lie can be f !t to hear and 
chant the glohes of the Lord. I n other words, one 
who has seriously heard Srimad Bhagavatam from 
a fit personal ity I i ke Sukada/a Goswami for Q/en 
one day, like Maharaja Parikshit, may be able to 
lose all affinity for material things. Thereisno util- 
ity simply in imitating Maharaja Parikshit and 
hearing Bhagavatam from professional men, even 
for seven hundred years. To take Srimad 
Bhagavatam as a means of maintaining family ex- 
penditure is the grossest type of namwparadha of- 
fense at the feet of the Lord {sarva-subha-kriya- 
samyam api pramadah).- 

— Purport to Bto^. 2.4.2 



Inconceivable 
Pastimes of Vraja 

Srila B HAKTISIDDHANT aSaraswahThakur 

The loving activities of tiie milkmaids of Vraja 
are nei tiier the babbi i ngs of a pratti er, nor tiie I i censed 
concoction of a poet, nor tiie riddles of a humorist. 
Persons who have lost all knowledge of the nahjre 
of tiiei r real self by preferri ng to wal I ow i n thesi ough 
of worldly enjoyments, and who are absorbed in 
tiievain pursuits of tiie world, which are quite dif- 
ferent from tiie service of Godhead, if \he/ really 
desire to be able to understand the ti'ue import of 
tiiesanctifying pastimes of Sri KrishnainVraj a, must 
desist from attempting to swallow tiie deadly poi- 
son of indulging their passions in foolish imitation 
of Rudra [Siva], who is alone immune from tiieir 
deadly consequences. By following the contrary 
course th^ are sure to be brought to utter rui n. 

The Supreme Lord enti'usted Sri Gopal Bhatta 
Goswami witiitiiefunctionofdrawingupacodeof 
rules for tiie guidance of neophytes in order to save 
tiiem from mistaking tiie nature of tiie pure erotic 
emotionsofVrajafortiieimmoral passions of sensu- 
alists. This code of rules is known dsSriHari-bhakti- 
vilasa. It is necessary for all conditioned soulsto un- 
dergo, in aloyal spiritand under tiiedirecti on of pure 
do/otees, tiiefull course of preliminary ti'aining pro- 
vided by tiie agency of Sri Gopal Bhatta Gosw ami in 
hi s i mmortal work Hari-bhakti-vilasa before one i s i n a 
position to realize tiie transcendental nature of tiie 
eroti c performances of tiie mi I k-mai ds of Vraja. 

- H arm onist H agazine, ctober 1931, pages 107-108. 



The Illumination of the 

SUDARSANA CaKRA 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 
From a lecture given on 11 Feb 1993 

The conditioned souls are captured by maya. 
Tliey are deluded and are groping in the dark- 
ness. That darkness, nescience, should bedissi- 
pated by thesudarsana cakra. Jhesudarsana cakra 
is spinning very speedily. She will cut off the 
darkness. This is illumination. "Comeoutfrom 
the darkness! O fools and rascals, why do you 
remain in the darkness? Come out to the light! 
TheVedassay {Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad 1.3.28), 
tamasi ma jyotir gamah — "Don't remain in the 
darkness, come to the light." This \ssudarsana. 

I n Caitanya-caritamrta madhya 20.122 it is said: 

maya-mugdha jivera nahi svatah krsna-jnana 
jwere krpaya kaila krsna veda-purana 

Theconditioned soul can not revivehisKrishna 
consciousness by his own effort. But out of 
causeless mercy Lord Krishna compiled the 
Vedic literatureand its supplements, tfiePwranfls. 

Srimad Bhagavatam 12.13.15 describes that the 
Bhagavata-maha-purana is the essence of all Vedic 
literatures — sawa-vedanta-saram hi sn-bhagavatam 
isyate. The Bhagavatam \s jTvere krpaya kaila krsna 
veda-purana — the mercy of Krishna on Vr\ejTvas. 
Krishna has appeared here and given the Vedas 
and Puraeas to the conditioned souls captured by 
maya in this world, souls who are completely for- 
getful of effulgent Krishna. Koti-surya-tejah — the 
effulgence of crores of suns is emanating from 
Krishna, the possessor of sudarsana cakra; this is 
sudarsana's emanation, illumination. Krishna is so 
merdful! The illusory energy is nescience for the 
bewildered conditioned souls, and itisthecauseof 
darkness for them. For the conditioned jwas grop- 
ing in thedarkness,tiieillumi nation of yedfl-pwrana, 
transcendental knowledge, has come. This is the 
mercy of Krishna and of the very intimate dear 
devotees of Krishna, themahajanas. Maharaja 
Ambarish has prayed to Krishna's sudarsana cakra: 

tvat-tejasa dhar ma-may ena samhrtarh 
tamah prakasas ca drso mahatmanam 

duratyayas te mahima giram pate 
tvad-rupam etat sad-asat paravaram 

master of speech, by your effulgence, full of religious 
prindples, the darkness of the world is dissipated, and 
theknowledgeof learned personsor greatsoulsismani- 
fested. Indeed, noonecansurpassyoureffulgence.forall 
things.manifested and unmanifested.grossand subtle, 
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superiorandinferior.arebutvariousformsofyouthat 
aremanifested by y ou r effu Igence.— Btog. 9.5.7 

Those who have been illuminated, whose 
heart is completely bereft of ignorance, are 
known as mahajanas. There is no darkness in 
their hearts — they have gotten Krishna. They 
have bound Krishna up in their hearts. It is 
stated in Caitanya-caritamrta, madhya 22.31: 

krsna surya-sama; maya haya andhakara 

yahan krsna, tahafi nahi mayara adhikara 

Krishna is liketheeffulgentsun and maya is like 
darkness. Where there is Krishna there is no maya, 
there is no darkness. 

The effulgence coming from Krishna is not mate 
rial. Koti-sUrya-prabha — it is like tiie effulgence of 
millions of suns. A vaismva, mahajana, sadhu, who 
has gotten Krishna, who has bound up Krishna in 
hisheartwitii tiieropeof love, isalwaysin illumina- 
tion. H e is always with Krishna. There is no ques- 
tion of darkness for him at all. Such a sadhu is tiie 
embodimentof tiieB/ra^auato. H eisthereforeknown 
as bhakta-bhagavata. JheBhagavata is the essence of 
al I veda-puranas, and the heart of such a vaismva- 
sadhu is completely, transcendental ly illuminated 
because of tiie presence of Krishna. Krishna is there 
in his heart. Therefore tiie heart of such a sadhu is 
Vrindavan. \r\Prarthana, Srila N arottam DasThakur 
has prayed to the vaisnava-sadhus: 

tomara hrdoye sada govinda-visram 
govinda kohena — mora vaisnava paran 

Your heart is always the resting-place of Lord 
Govinda, and Lord Govinda says, "The fa/snacas 
arein My heart." 

O vaisnava-thakura! Your heart is Vrindavan! 
Krishna resides there blissfully and peacefully. 
Vrndavanam parityajya sa kvacin naiva gacchati 
—because Krishna never leaves Vrindavan, 
therefore He never leaves your heart. (Laghu- 
bhagavatamrta 1.5.461) 

Krishna na/er e/en takes one step away from 
Vrindavan. Heisalwaysin Vrindavan. And whereis 
tiiatVrindavan?Theheartof a pureda/otee apremi- 
bhakta, is Vrindavan. He who has da/eloped krsna- 
prema, who has bound up Krishna witii the rope of 
love in his heart — his heart is illuminated by 
bhagavatarka, tiiesun-likeeffulgenceof Krishna. This 
bhagavat-tattva-jmna, knowledge of tiie Lord, is illu- 
mination. The heart of such a premi-bhakta is com- 
pletely illuminated witii thettattva-jnana. There is no 
question of darkness for him. Such da/otees always 
see Krishna a/erywhere — yafiha yanha netra pade 
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tmha krma sphure {Cc. adi 4.86). Whera/er \ir\e/ look 
th^ s« only Krishna. There is no question of maya, 
nescience ignorance. Th^ have transcendental vi- 
sion, which comes from the effulgence of sudarsam. 
You should hear bhagavat-tattva-jmna from such a 
devotee bhagavata, bhakta-bhagavata, who sees 
Krishna alwa/s and a/erywhere Heseeswithsasfra- 
cafeus, transcendental vision, the vision of sasfra; 

orh ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya 
caksur unmTlitam yena tasmai srt-gurave naniah 

I was born inthedarkest ignorance, and my spiri- 
tual master opened myeyeswiththetorch of knowl- 
edge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto him. 

What is the work of guru? ajnana-timirandhasya 
jnananjana-salakaya — He opens the ^es with the 
torchlight of knowledge He imparts the illumina- 
tion of tattva-jnana. As long as you have not gotten 
tills tattva-jnana you are in darkness. You are in 
nescience. You are a bl i nd man gropi ng i n the dark- 
ness. These tattva-acary as, Rupa, Sanatana, J iva, the 
gaudiya guru-varga, are imparting the illumination 
Of \h\s tattva-jnana. That illumination will dissipate 
the darkness that has been prevailing in your heart 
from ti me i mmemori al . That means your heart wi 1 1 
be completely cleansed of all material contamina- 
tion. Your heart will becompletely purified. Then it 
will become Vrindavan. And Krishna, who is as 
effulgent as mi 1 1 ions of suns, will appearthere 

Th^ are guru and their work is to open theses. 
Through those^esyou can seeKrishnaa/erywhere 
Rupa, Sanatana, and J iva Goswamisi Bhaktivinoda 
Thakur, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati, and Srila 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, all of these 
gaudiya-guru-varga-acaryas are dissipating this dark- 
ness. With thetorchlightof knowledgeth^ areopen- 
ing the ^es. This is the duty, the work, of the real 
guru, to \rr\pafttattva-jmna, to dissipatethedarkness 
of nesdence To bring thedisdpleto the light to illu- 
mination, whereby hecan seetiieLord faceto-face^ 

The Garbhadhana -samskara of 

HiRANYAKASIPU 

In his purport to Snmad Bhagavatam 3.16.35, 
Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
has described the importance of the purificatory 
ceremony known as garbhadhana-sathskara: 

... while conceiving a child one's mind must be very 
soberand devotional. Forthispurposethegartedtonfl- 
samskara isrecommended intheVedicscriptures. If the 
mind of the father is not sober, the semen discharged 
will not bevery good. Thustheliving entity, wrapped 
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inthematber produced fromthefather and mother, will 
bedemoniaclikeH iranyakshaand H iranyakasipu. 

One may then inquire how it is that such a demo- 
niac personality as H iranyakasipu was able to have 
the great vaisnava Prahl ada M aharaja as hi s son? Thi s 
was explained by the great sage M arkand^a Rsi 
while speaking to King Sahasranika, as recorded in 
the forty-first chapter of Nrsimha Purana: 

Rigorous Austerities 

H iranyakasipu once decided that he would go 
to the forest to perform penance. When he set out, 
many omens i ndicati ng i I l-fortunefor one's desi red 
gainw ereobserved.Therewereearthquakes,and 
fire was seen in all directions. Ignoring the inaus- 
picious portents, the haughty demon, intoxicated 
with pride started for M ount Kail ash. There, near 
the peak of M ount Kailash, H iranyakasipu began 
performi ng rigorous austerities for the sake of ob- 
taining demoniac boons. Seeing the penance per- 
formed by H iranyakasipu, lotus-born Brahma be- 
came worried. He thought to himself, "How can I 
dissuade this demon from his austerities?" 

J ust then, the great sage N arada, arrived at that 
place. Perceiving hisfather'sdistress, N arada Muni 
said, "O ra/ered father! You are a devotee of Lord 
N arayan. Why do you worry? Those persons who 
meditate on Govinda need not fear anything. I will 
persuade this demon to stop his penance. Lord 
Vishnu, the Lord of the universe, will guide me" 
N arada Muni then bowed down to his father and, 
accompanied by the sage Parvata M uni, left tinat 
place, absorbed in thoughts of Lord Vasudev. 

Two Sparrows 

N arada and Parvata Muni then assumed the 
form of sparrows and went to Kailash where 
H iranyakasipu was practicing penance. Seated on 
the branch of a tree, N arada M uni , i n the form of a 
smal I sparrow, began to sweetiy si ng theholy names 
of Lord N arayan so that thedemon H iranyakasipu 
could hear him. Three times N arada sang the holy 
mantra, "namo narayanaya", and then he fell silent. 

When H iranyakasipu heard the holy name 
of N arayan spoken by the sparrow with so 
much devotion, he fell into a fit of rage and 
picked up his bow and arrows. No sooner had 
he fixed an arrow to his bow and aimed it at 
the two birds when N arada and Parvat Munis 
disguised as sparrows flew away. Enraged at 
his failure to hit the birds, H i ranyakasi pu left 
the hermitage and returned to his capital city. 
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Kayadhu 

There in his palace, Hiranyal<asipu met his 
beautiful wife named Kayadhu. It just so hap- 
pened that her monthly courses had just ended 
and she had just taken bath. Surprised to see her 
husband, Kayadhu inquired from him, "My 
Lord, when you left to perform your penance 
you told us that your austerities would continue 
for ten thousand years. O sovereign lord, how is 
it that you have given up your penance and re- 
turned early? J ust out of my attachment for you 
I would like to know the fact of this matter." 

H iranyakasipu replied, "O lovely lady, listen to 
me I will tell you thetruth why I gave up my vow. 
An incident occurred which enraged me very 
much, although the gods were no doubt delighted 
by it. O queen, in the great pleasure-grove on top 
of mount Kailash there appeared two small birds 
that were redting the mantra, "namo namyanaya" . 
O gradous lady, after hearing their redtation two 
or three times I became angry and fixed an arrow 
to my bow. But just on the point of discharging the 
arrow the birds became frightened and flew away. 
Then, considering destiny to be all-powerful, I 
stopped my penances and returned here." 

Bhakta Prahlada 

M arkand^a Rsi then descri bed that after speak- 
ing with his wife Kayadhu, H iranyakasipu en- 
gaged in sex life with her. As a result, Kayadhu 
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conceived as her child the great do/otee Prahlada 
Maharaja. Markendeya Rsi explained to king 
Sahasranika that, first H iranyakasipu had heard 
the devotional recitation of the mantra, "namo 
namyanaya", from the lips of the great devotee 
Narada Muni. Then, just before uniting with his 
wife, H iranyakasipu had repeated that mantra to 
Kayadhu. Theconsequencewas that thechild born 
of them became a great da/otee of Lord Krishna. 
In his purport to Snmad Bhagavatam 3.20.28 
Sri I a Prabhupada comments: 

Before begetting a child, one has to sanctify his 
perplexed mind. When the parents engage their 
minds in the lotus feet of the Lord and in such a state 
the child is born, naturally good devotee children 
come; when thesocietyisfull of such good popula- 
tion, there is no trouble from demoniac mentalities. 

H iranyakasipu 's chanting was not devotional, 
nor was it directed toward the Lord. He chanted 
in a neglectful way. H ence it was only a shadow 
of the holy name, namabhasa. There are four types 
of namabhasa. JHsnamabhasa of H iranyakasipu is 
known as helana, neglectful. The potency of the 
holy name is so great that even though 
H iranyakasipu chanted in a neglectful way, the 
holy name sanctified his mind and asa resultthe 
great devotee Prahl ada M aharaja took bi rth from 
his semen. The holy name i s so powerful that a/en 
chanting on the I a/el of namabhasa givesimmense 
benefit. It is stated in Sn Caitanya-caritamrta: 

mukti' tuccha-phala haya namabhasa haite 

Liberation isthe insignificant resultderived from 
even a glimpse of the holy name.— Cc.antya3.19o 

Howa/er, oneshould not imitateH iranyakasipu 
and enjoy unrestrained sex life and then casually 
chant at the ti me of procreati on, thi nki ng that then 
their child will be I ike Prahl ada. A smceregrhastha 
da/otee only engages in sex life under the order of 
the spiritual master. If one neglects the instructions 
of the spiritual master then one's chanting is not 
namabhasa but rather it \snamaparadha, an offense 
to the holy name. Specifically, it is the offense 
known dsguror-avajna — di sobbing or neglecting 
the instructions of the spiritual master.' 
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